ANTHONY   EDEN
Europe, is never at a loss.    When information is lacking
psychology comes to the rescue.   We have it from him that
Eden assumed in Baldwin's mind the qualities of a Conserva-
tive compensation for the humiliating Socialism of his own
son Oliver.   Gunther points to the physical similarity of
Eden and Baldwin junior; but there is probably no need
to look to any such romantic explanation of what was a
straightforward, almost self-evident, political affinity.   No
serious rival had arisen among Eden's Tory contemporaries
to challenge his pre-eminence in foreign affairs and he had
backed Baldwin all the way and without reserve.    There
seems no reason to doubt but that he had been in genuine
agreement with his leader on nearly every issue of policy,
great and small, during all these formative years. Therefore,
his fortunes were bound up with Baldwin's—more than once
it had seemed that he was backing a losing cause, that it was
to be hero-worship without a dividend.   But the particular
form   of   crisis   from   which   the   National   Government
emerged was particularly  adapted  to  Baldwin's  political
technique—which was to move slowly and mysteriously in
the performance of his wonders.   One thing was clear, the
Conservative Party had not gathered in sufficient credit to go
to the nation as the natural alternative to a spendthrift and
bankrupt Socialism. For the past two hundred and fifty years
Great Britain has been governed by coalitions, and the in-
stinct of the British people in a moment of crisis is to force
the various factions to coalesce. The Labour Party may com-
plain of a great conspiracy, of the tooth and claw of vested
interest, but on the whole it would appear that a National
Government with Mr. Baldwin and his followers with office
but without supremacy was the solution congenial at once
to the nation and to Mr, Baldwin.
For some time it was in doubt what form the compromise
would take. Lord Snowden describes the inscrutable and
secretive way Mr. MacDohald treated both the colleagues he
was leaving and the colleagues he was to join. There are those

